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Emergency drugs: Checking expiry dates and list of drugs
Purpose
· The purpose of this guide is to ensure that the practice has a system for checking the expiry dates of emergency drugs. 
· Justification of the Emergency drugs stored at the practice. 
Where are the emergency drugs stored?

· Emergency drugs must be kept in a secure place. The emergency drugs are kept in an accessible trolley in the nurses room. 

Checking drugs and expiry dates

· The practice nurse is responsible for checking expiry dates for the emergency drugs in the cupboard on a monthly basis. 

· Dr Larh is made aware of any drugs that need replacing and he orders them from the local pharmacist. 

· The expiry dates are monitored using a spreadsheet 
How often to check?

· Checks are to be carried out monthly

What is being checking for?

· Drugs that will become out of date in the next 3 months
Method of checking

· Check individual drug expiry dates

· Note drugs which will expire within the 3 next months
· Order replacement drugs

· Replace expired drug with new drug

Records of checks

· All checks are to be recorded in the emergency drugs stock sheets maintained by the practice nurse 

Monitoring the process

· Angela Nagle is responsible for monitoring the process and responsible if practice nurse is not available
List of Emergency drugs stored at the practice

	Adrenaline 1 in 1000 im injection
	Anaphylaxis or acute angio-oedema

	Aspirin soluble tablets 300mg
	Suspected Myocardial infarction

	Benzyl Penicillin 600mg im injection
	Suspected bacterial meningitis 

	Chlorphenamine 10mg im injection
	Anaphylaxis or acute angio-oedema

	Hydrocortisone 200mg im injection
	Anaphylaxis or acute angio-oedema

	Diazepam rectal 
	Epileptic fit 

	GTN spray/ tablets
	Chest pain of suspected cardiac origin

	Salbutamol inhaler with spacer
	Asthma

	Ipratropium bromide inhaler with spacer
	Asthma

	Glucogel
	Hypoglycaemia


List of Emergency not stored at the practice
	Cefotaxime 1g for injection
	Prevalence of suspected bacterial meningitis in a Pencillin allergic patient is very low. We have quick access to 2 local hospitals in the event of an emergency. 

	Dexamethasone 5mg/2.5ml oral solution
	Medication is not fast acting and we have quick access to 2 local hospitals in the event of an emergency.

	Salbutamol nebulisers
	We have quick access to 2 local hospitals in the event of an emergency.

	Atropine 
	We do not currently perform minor surgery or fit coils at the practice 


Responsible person

 : Dr Larh
Date of Review


 : April 2021
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